W Published 6 May 2022
Yoo SP Paper 170

':.,' 5th Report, 2022 (Session 6)
».<
\ /

The Scottish Parliament
Parlamaid na h-Alba

Finance and Public Administration Committee

Report on nominations to the Scottish
Fiscal Commission

\‘




Published in Scotland by the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body.

All documents are available on the Scottish For information on the Scottish Parliament contact
Parliament website at: Public Information on:
http://www.parliament.scot/abouttheparliament/ Telephone: 0131 348 5000

91279.aspx Textphone: 0800 092 7100

Email: sp.info@parliament.scot

© Parliamentary copyright. Scottish Parliament Corporate Body
The Scottish Parliament's copyright policy can be found on the website —
www.parliament.scot


http://www.parliament.scot/abouttheparliament/91279.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/abouttheparliament/91279.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/

Finance and Public Administration Committee
Report on nominations to the Scottish Fiscal Commission, 5th Report, 2022 (Session 6)

Contents

Introduction

Nominations

Conclusion

a AN =

Bibliography




Finance and Public Administration Committee
Report on nominations to the Scottish Fiscal Commission, 5th Report, 2022 (Session 6)

Finance and Public Administration
Committee

To consider and report on the following (and any additional matter added under Rule 6.1.5A)—

(a) any report or other document containing proposals for, or budgets of, public revenue or
expenditure or proposals for the making of a Scottish rate resolution, taking into account any
report or recommendations concerning such documents made by any other committee with
power to consider such documents or any part of them;

(b) any report made by a committee setting out proposals concerning public revenue or
expenditure;

(c) Budget Bills; and

(d) any other matter relating to or affecting the revenue or expenditure of the Scottish
Administration or other monies payable into or expenditure payable out of the Scottish
Consolidated Fund.

(e) matters relating to public service reform and the National Performance Framework within
the responsibilities of the Deputy First Minister and public administration.

2. The Committee may also consider and, where it sees fit, report to the Parliament on the
timetable for the Stages of Budget Bills and on the handling of financial business.

3. In these Rules, “public expenditure” means expenditure of the Scottish Administration, other
expenditure payable out of the Scottish Consolidated Fund and any other expenditure met out
of taxes, charges and other public revenue.

@ fpa.committee@parliament.scot
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Introduction

1. Under the terms of the Scottish Fiscal Commission Act 2016 ("the Act"), the
Scottish Fiscal Commission (SFC) became a statutory body as a Non-Ministerial
Department on 1 April 2017. The Act states that the SFC is to normally consist of a
Chair and at least two but no more than four other members.

2. There are currently three Commissioners: Dame Susan Rice DBE (Chair),
Professor Francis Breedon and Professor David Ulph CBE FRSE.
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Nominations

3.

10.

1.

12.

Section 15(3) of the Act states that the—

£ “Scottish Ministers may appoint a person as a member only if the Scottish
Parliament has approved the appointment.”

In a letter to the Committee of 19 April 2022, the Cabinet Secretary for Finance and
Economy set out her nominations for the appointment of a new Chair and
Commissioner to the SFC. Her letter, along with the person specification for the
roles of Chair and Commissioner and CVs for each nominee, is available in the

Committee meeting papers for 3 May 2022 2
The nominee for the role of Chair of the SFC is Professor Graeme Roy.

Professor Roy is currently the Dean (External Engagement) of the College of Social
Sciences, University of Glasgow, where he has strategic responsibility for impact,
communications, knowledge exchange, applied research and internationalisation in
College of Social Sciences. He was previously Head of Department (Economics)
and Director of the Fraser of Allander Institute (FAI), University of Strathclyde,
where he was responsible for all the Department of Economics activities, including
teaching and research.

This vacancy has arisen as the tenure of Dame Susan Rice as Chair is coming to
an end on 30 June 2022.

The nominee for the role of Commissioner of the SFC is Dr Domenico Lombardi.

Dr Lombardi is an Economist with global experience in the management and
governance of economic policy institutes and multilateral organisations. He will
bring to the Commission his European experience, which will be lost when
Professor Alasdair Smith retires. Domenico has board experience across different
sectors including private and organisational and he recently authored the report on
governance reform for the IMF. He is currently a strategic and macroeconomic
advisor to government agencies and international institutions as well as a Senior
Consultant for the International Monetary Fund. He was previously the Chief
Executive Officer for the Banca di San Marino.

If appointed, Dr Lombardi will replace Professor Smith, whose tenure as
Commissioner ended on 1 April 2022.

In addition, Professor Francis Breedon and Professor David Ulph have been
nominated for reappointment as Commissioners of the Commission for a further
three years from 8 October 2022. The letter from the Cabinet Secretary indicates
that the current Chair, Dame Susan Rice, has recommended their reappointment for
this three-year period and that they have both agreed to be nominated.

Professor Breedon and Professor Ulph were first appointed as Commissioners on 8
October 2018 for a four-year term. Their appointment followed an evidence session
with the Session 5 Finance and Constitution Committee on 3 October 2018 (the
nominees’ redacted application forms and CVs are included in the Committee

meeting papers 3 )- Professor Breedon and Professor Ulph’s initial appointments
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were confirmed by Parliament during its meeting on 4 October 2018 4

13.  In advance of the Parliament being invited to approve the appointments and
reappointments, the Committee questioned Professor Roy and Dr Lombardi against
the advertised job specification for the posts of Chair and Commissioner at its
meeting on 3 May 2022. The job specification is also included in the Committee
meeting papers. The official report of the meeting is available on the Scottish

Parliament website 5 .

14.  Following the evidence session, the Committee agreed to recommend to the
Parliament that it approve the Cabinet Secretary's nominations for appointment to
the SFC.
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Conclusion

The Committee recommends that the Parliament approves the appointment of Professor
Graeme Roy as Chair of the Scottish Fiscal Commission and that of Dr Domenico
Lombardi as Commissioner. The Committee further recommends the reappointment of
Professor Francis Breedon and Professor David Ulph as Commissioners of the SFC.
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