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point 15.7 of Standing Orders that the Petition should be closed as their 

understanding was that the Scottish Government and Education Scotland were not 

in a position to progress the matter further. They said rather, it was felt the matter 

fell within the remit of the 32 local authorities. Witness D stated that the Committee 

agreed with his recommendation. 

39.  The Investigating Officer also asked the same questions of the Clerks to the 
Committee as well as asking the Clerks if they drafted wording to be used when 
introducing the petition and what they deemed “normal practice” when an MSP is 
required to declare a financial interest if they participated in an overseas visit as 
part of their parliamentary duties.

40.  Clerk A responded on 18 August 2022.          stated that      was the Clerk for 
this Petition and said that a script, called the Convener’s Brief, is prepared for the 
Convener of every Committee, to help them run the meeting. Clerk A said that the 
script is prepared by the clerking team and sent to the Convener ahead of the 
meeting. Clerk A attached a copy of a document titled “Convener’s brief” to  
response to the Investigating Officer which documents that there was a pre-brief 
on 6 October 2021, before the Committee, which was sent to the Respondent on 
5 October 2021. The Commissioner notes that Convener’s brief contained the 
information which the Respondent read out when he introduced the Petition in 
question at the Committee meeting. The Convener’s brief also suggested actions 
to take which were:

a) to write to the Association of Director of Education Scotland and the 
Educational Institute of Scotland to seek their views on the action called 
for in the petition;

b) to close the petition under Rule 15.7 of the Standard Orders on the basis 
that:

• the resource is available on the Education Institute of Scotland 
website;

• the Curriculum for Excellence does not prescribe set topics and 
allows local authorities and individual schools to develop curricula 
informed by the local needs or learners; and

• the Scottish Government states that both it and Education 
Scotland consider their involvement in the resources closed.

c) To take any other action the Committee considered appropriate.

41.  Clerk A stated that in his correspondence with the team, the petitioner highlighted 
an entry in the Respondent’s declaration of interests – a trip to Israel and the 
Palestinian Territories in August 2018, the cost of which had been met by the Israeli 
Embassy in London.  said that the petitioner also asked whether this would 
be a relevant interest to declare when the Committee considered the petition. 
Clerk A said after consulting with the Clerk to the Committee, Clerk B,  
advised the petitioner that any declaration of interest is purely a matter for 
individual members. Clerk A said that the petitioner was dissatisfied with this 
response and asked who else he could contact within the Parliament in relation to 
this. Clerk A said following further consultation with Clerk B,  responded 
with information about the Code and the complaints procedure, noting that the 
Code did not relate to political statements or views expressed by MSPs.


















































































